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21st CENTURY DRAWING 
During this elective students will draw with pencil, pen, charcoal, ink and digitally on tablets. 
The creative exploration done by students during this class will be representational, imaginative 
and allow for student’s personal interests to be investigated artistically. In addition to our 
physical and digital art-making this class will compare and reflect on the form, function and 
relationship between digital and physical drawing.  

BUSINESS, MARKETING AND ECONOMY  
Students will begin this course with the study of U.S. economy, The Stock Market, The Great 
Depression, and The Dust Bowl. Students will then develop entrepreneurial skills by creating 
marketing kits based on a mock business of their choice. Collaboratively they will develop a 
business plan based on target markets, company statements, facilities, production and 
advertising. Students will complete this program by running a small school business.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY  
Students will learn to see photographically through an exploration of the basic tools, techniques 
and aesthetics of modern digital picture making. Emphasis is placed on the creative use of 
camera controls and image editing using Photoshop. Students will be encouraged to discover the 
joys of the artistic investigation by exploring individual expression, communication and 
craftsmanship. There is no requirement for a student to have a digital camera to join this class.  
 
EXPLORING FICTION 
“I have the best idea for a story.  If only I had enough time to write it!”  If you’ve ever made such 
a statement, this elective is for you.  Working in conjunction with the teacher, you will develop 
your own ideas for short stories—or even begin a novel! We will also look at the important 
features of short stories by reading some of the genre’s masterworks.  You will then incorporate 
those features into your own work.  End the year by exploring great works of fiction…and your 
own creativity. 

GUITAR ENSEMBLE 
Here’s a golden opportunity to learn about playing and performing on the guitar from the 
comfort of your own school.  This class is designed for all levels, from absolute beginners to 
more advanced players.  Students will learn about basic guitar technique, as well as performing 
tips and developing your own style.  Learn to pick your favorite tunes and impress your family 
and friends!  We will provide you with a guitar.   
 
INTRO TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING (STEM COURSE) WITH SCRATCH 
The areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) all rely on computer 
programming.  This course is an introduction to computer programming and looks at game 
design and development.  The game industry is one of the fastest growing segments of the 
entertainment market and an excellent field for career advancement.  In this course you will be 
introduced to the world of computer science.  You will learn mathematical and computational 
concepts while thinking creatively, reasoning systematically, and working collaboratively to 
design and program your own game.   Using Scratch, a graphical programming language 
developed at MIT, you will learn the fundamental programming concepts such as variables, 
loops, conditional statements, sequencing, iteration, and event handling.  By the end of the 



course you will have developed an idea for a game and used your problem-solving and project-
design skills to develop your own game. 
 
INTRO TO DIGITAL STOP-MOTION ANIMATION 
If you’ve ever wondered how to make your own stop-motion animated shorts, this class is for 
you. Students will learn basics of writing a script, storyboarding, taking photos, uploading 
photos, and creating a movie by stringing together still images using Microsoft 
MovieMaker.  You will learn the difference between 2D and 3D animation, and will collaborate 
with classmates to create short animated movies of each type.  You will be getting creative and 
using different mediums—paper, ink, and real life objects like gummy bears or your 
classmates—for each mini movie you make. 
 
JOURNALISM 
This course is designed as an introduction to journalism and layout design.  You will learn 
techniques for writing news articles, features, reviews, and opinion editorials.  You will learn the 
basic of journalistic responsibility and importance of fair, impartial, and meticulous press.  You 
will be asked to consider the role of the world-wide-web and other media in constructing news.  
Journalism will provide a collaborative learning environment.  You will have the opportunity to 
work with Google Sites to build an online and real-time edition of the Hawk’s Eye school 
newspaper.   
 
MODERN MOVIE THEMES 
Focusing on an overarching theme of Tolerance, this class will learn the elements of film and 
film analysis while exploring films about difficult periods in history, from the Civil War, to the 
Holocaust, segregation in the U.S., and apartheid in South Africa. Using these films, the class 
will discuss: Does film reflect society? Can film influence society? Can we learn more about 
ourselves through film? 
 
MUSIC AND MINDFULNESS 
Do you feel stressed out?  Does music help you calm down and focus?  This wellness-based class 
will incorporate elements of yoga, mindfulness, breathing techniques and music listening, 
appreciation and performance to give students the tools to use music and movement to reduce 
stress, improve focus and improve personal wellness.   
 
OUR GREEN EARTH: SUSTAINABLE LIVING 
Students will be introduced to this course by studying the advent of growing and harvesting 
crops and their usefulness beyond consumption. Students will learn more about the American 
farmer, their history and crops local to the states. This course will also explore the science 
behind hybrid plants/vegetation, and Gregor Mendel’s advances. Next, they will gain a better 
understanding of the variety of ways to produce crops and how greenhouses are used. Students 
will also have the opportunity to study nutrition linked to consumption, will gather information 
on the history of wheat crops and attempt to solve the issues faced today.  
 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE  
This course provides daily, in-school vocal music training in various musical styles. Students will 
learn such important singing skills as vocal technique, harmony, and sight-singing, as well as, 
how to apply these skills to many different styles of music. This class will be an excellent 
opportunity to improve vocal skills.  


